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Our Cleveland Chapter Government Affairs Committee (GAC) is comprised of Rob Laneve as 
our Chair and Anand Natarajan and Coral Pais as committee members.  The GAC committee is 
responsible for organizing ASHRAE members to educate local, state, and national government 
bodies and officials in areas of interest to ASHRAE members, and to promote effective 
cooperation between ASHRAE members and government.  This might involve updates relative 
to energy standards, ventilation guidelines, refrigeration safety, legionellosis, or other areas 
related to how ASHARE impacts buildings.  As a local chapter member, if you are interfacing 
with local code officials or are aware of government issues, please submit the information to 
the attention of our GAC! (rl@aircontrolproducts.com). 
 
On the State level, check out these recent developments around the country: 
 
Cooling Towers must be registered?….Is this coming to Ohio?…. On 
December 9, Florida Senator Joe Gruters (R) introduced S.B. 1190. The legislation requires that 
owners of cooling towers register them with the Department of Health and obtain or update a 
maintenance program and plan for existing and newly installed cooling towers. Language 
related to the maintenance program or plan requires that the plan is in accordance with 
sections 5, 6, and 7.2 of ASHRAE Standard 188-2018, Legionellosis: Risk Management for 
Building Water Systems. At this time no hearings or floor time are scheduled for the legislation. 
 
Is Cleveland next?...Certification of Energy Performance… On December 
10, Philadelphia Mayor Jim Kenney signed into law bill #190600, legislation creating a new 
Building Energy Performance Program. The bill mandates all non-residential buildings 50,000 
square feet and larger to either submit a certification of high energy performance to the City's 
Office of Sustainability or conduct a tune-up to bring existing building energy systems up to a 
state of good repair. 
 
Do you have projects in Georgia?….New Minimum Standards…The Georgia 
Department of Community Affairs has adopted eight new mandatory State Minimum Standard 
Codes with Georgia State Amendments. The updated codes will go into effect on January 1, 
2020 and include an update to the 2015 IECC. 
 
Is South Carolina your next stop?…New Building Code….The 2018 South 
Carolina Building Codes have been adopted by the state Building Codes Council, and the 
modifications have been approved by the South Carolina General Assembly. The mandatory 
building codes adopted for use in South Carolina and which must be enforced by all 
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municipalities and counties, includes the 2009 South Carolina Energy Conservation Code, which 
is based on the 2009 IECC.  
 
 
On the National level, here are some highlights: 
 
Energy and Environment Innovation…On December 9, Republicans on the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee hosted an energy and environment innovation showcase "to 
highlight the importance of investing in the development and deployment of breakthrough 
technologies to reduce emissions, power the economy of tomorrow, and provide greater value 
to American consumers." 
 
The GREEN ACT….Democrats on the House Ways and Means Committee issued a draft 
version of the GREEN Act. The bill extends and modifies several tax extenders (including 179D, 
25C, and 45L) in addition to creating completely new deductions as well. The tax deductions 
and programs mostly fall under the following categories: renewable energy, energy efficiency, 
and electric vehicles.  
 
100% Clean Economy by 2050….On November 11, House Democrats introduced 
H.R.5221 – 100% Clean Economy Act, a bill that sets a national goal of reaching a 100% clean 
economy by 2050. The bill would also require federal agencies to establish technology-neutral 
plans for reaching net-zero carbon emissions and would assign the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA) to "monitor, evaluate, and report on the progress of the United States in 
achieving the national goal." The bill has over 150 co-sponsors and the backing of eight national 
public health and medical organizations. 
 
On an International level… 
 
Caribbean and Others…In December 2019 other GAC committees in ASHARE discussed 
90.1 with the Caribbean Regional Energy Efficiency Building Code and in November 2019 
ASHRAE met with policymakers from the Governments of India, United Arab Emirates, the 
United Kingdom, and the European Commission regarding clean energy. 


